Sixth Concert of Prayer

First United Methodist Church

12 Hours of Prayer

Friday, November 17, 2017---7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to 7:00p.m. in the Chapel
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. – Senior High Lounge – There is a funeral in the Sanctuary
Hopefully Helpful Suggestions
1. Begin with adoration, confession and thanksgiving to remind yourself who God is before laying requests before Him.

2. These Prayer Requests are suggestions that only scratch the surface.   Follow God’s leading about what to pray.

3. The list includes Scripture.  God is always true to His Word so praying Scripture leads ultimately to answers to prayer.

4. Our focus is that God would receive all glory, honor and praise.  Keep the need for salvation at the front of your mind as you pray for the needs of each of these groups.  "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." Revelation 4:11.

5. Remember to thank God for the many blessings He gives the world and His people and to confess for the nation, the church, the family, the world…

6. Please continue to use the verses and requests in your personal prayer time.  Only God can fix what ails the world, this nation, the church and all people in the world.  Prayer is greatly needed for each of these areas.
7. Make yourself comfortable and settle in for a precious time with the Lord.

For those praying at church:

8. During this time the Chapel is a place for conversation with God alone.  The foyer can be a place for conversation with others.

9. Whether you are early or late, go in and begin praying.  You do not need to wait for the previous person to leave before you enter the Chapel.  

10. If possible, please stay until the person following you arrives.  This allows for an uninterrupted 12 Hours of Prayer.  Stay as long as you would like.  (Notice, if all spots are not filled there may not be anyone after you.)

11. You may kneel at the front, sit in the pew or stand.  You may pray out loud or to yourself.

12. Help yourself to a bottle of water, a pencil (to make notes of what God wants you to remember to pray about later), Kleenex…and make yourself comfortable as you draw near to God.

For everyone:
13. This prayer list is for you to keep. Please use the prayer list continually and add other requests God shows you.
World ---
1. Break down barriers to people receiving and reading the Bible
2. Lord, draw people to Your Word
3. Cause the Christian church to care deeply about the lost
4. Remnant become bolder, more courageous, more obedient
The Lord foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.  But the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he chose for his inheritance.  Psalm 33:10-12

For the nation or kingdom that will not serve you will perish; it will be utterly ruined.  Isaiah 60:12
Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin condemns any people.  Proverbs 14:34
I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  1 Timothy 2:1-2

A. Please pray for all the countries that persecute Christians 

(see the Open Doors World Watch List on the last page of this packet)

“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body.” Hebrews 13:3

1. 8 Engines of Persecution

a. Islamic Extremism 

b. Religious Nationalism 

c. Ethnic Antagonism 

d. Secular Intolerance 

e. Communist and Post-Communist Oppression 

f. Denominational Protectionism 

g. Organized Corruption and Crime 

h. Dictatorial Paranoia

2. 3 Major Trends Impacting the 2017 World Watch List

a. Nationalism is on the rise, especially in Asia

b. Islamic radicalization is sub-Saharan Africa is becoming mainstream

c. Polarization between radical and more autocratic regimes in the Middle East continues to affect Christians, who are targets of both Sunni and Shia extremists.

3. 215 million Christians experience persecution in the countries on the world watch list.

a. Approximately 1 in 12 Christians experience persecution for their faith. 

b. Worldwide, persecution of Christians has risen for the fourth year in a row. 

c. Islamic extremism fuels persecution in 14 of the top 20 countries, and 35 of the top 50. 

B. South Korea

Leader:  President Moon Jae-in
Government:  Unitary Presidential Constitutional Republic
Population: 51,446,201

Main Religion:  43% Buddhism, 34.5% Christianity, 20.6% Catholic, 1.9% Other

1. Pray for the reunification and a stable society

2. Pray for people on the Korean peninsula as they work for peace, reconciliation and reunification

3. Pastors & believers in Jesus have a vibrant testimony of the peace Christ offers to all who believe

4. Please pray for the renewal of the South Korean churches in preparation for reunification
5. Please pray for South Korea, America, and the international community to have wisdom about how to appropriately respond to the threats
6. Pray for the leadership transition of pastor Yum’s home church next year
C. North Korea

Leader:  Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un

Government:  Communist Dictatorship

Population:  25,405,000 (300,000 Christians)

Main Religion:  Atheism, Traditional Beliefs

Persecution Level: Extreme
Source of Persecution: Communist Oppression, Dictatorial Paranoia

1. Pray that God would not allow the nuclear threat of North Korea to be realized, that the technology would be foiled, and that a spirit of confusion and division sweep through the North Korean government and scientific leaders who are bent on evil

2. Please pray for Kim Jong Un’s genocidal regime to be overturned and for new, godly leadership to come that will respect the peoples’ human rights, lives, and fundamental freedoms

3. Please pray for the millions of people in North Korea who are starving, tortured, and enslaved by the Kim Jong Un regime

4. Please pray for the liberation of all political concentration camps and for a supernatural way to be made for all starving people to immediately have the food and the nourishment they desperately need

5. Please pray for the liberation of all North Korean refugees in China especially for the hundreds of women who have been sexually enslaved by traffickers because China refuses them their rights under international law 

6. Please pray for the lives of the North Korean people to become free and healed

7. Pray for North Korean believers who are languishing in prison camps, and for the proclamation of the gospel both in and outside the prison walls

8. Pray that Christians in the country would have access to Bibles and fellowship

9. Pray that God would open Kim Jong-Un’s eyes to the surpassing glory of the gospel of Jesus Christ

10. Restraint regarding threat of earthquakes from nuclear testing

11. Pray for the safety for all the NGO groups and Christian missionaries in North Korea
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Nations Surrounding the Korean Peninsula (China, Japan, Russia)

D. China

Leader:  President Xi Jinping

Government:  Socialism

Population:  1.37 billion (85 million Christians)

Main Religion:  Atheism

Persecution Level:  High

Source of Persecution:  Communist oppression

1. Please pray for China to stop repatriating refugees to their deaths in North Korea

E. Japan

Leader:  Prime Minister Shinzō Abe

Government:  Parliamentary system 

Population: 126,995,411

Main Religion:  Buddhism (less than 2% Christians)

Persecution Level:  Not in top 50 nations who persecute Christians 

1. People of Japan not fear 
2. People drawn to the living Lord for the peace only He offers

F. Russia

Leader:  Vladimir Putin

Government:  Semi-presidential system, Constitutional republic
Population:  144.3 million

Main Religion:  Multi-ethnic and multi-faith

Persecution Level:  Not in top 50 nations who persecute Christians

1. Decrease in military tension

2. Pray for the leadership of all governments involved in the Korean peninsula, that they may refrain from military escalation and have the wisdom to seek a peaceful reconciliation across borders

3. World-wide revival as nations fear war and have nowhere to turn for peace but to God

4. Holy Spirit work in hearts to change words, actions, thoughts and motives

5. People realize God is their ever present help in times of trouble and turn to Him in their fear

Other Nations 

G. Estonia

Estonia’s 25 Methodist churches and Seminary, 

Dr. Landis serving on the Baltic Council at the seminary
H. Venezuela

Leader:  Nicolas Maduro
Government:   Federal Presidential Constitutional Republic

Population:  31,568,179

Main Religion:  71% Catholic, 17% Protestant, 8% Agnostic/Atheist

Persecution Level:  Not in top 50 nations who persecute Christians
In the chaos that threatens to overwhelm the nation of Venezuela, the church there entreats us to pray for the government and security forces, for her people, and for the church.

1. Pray for the nation of Venezuela, that God will free her from the dark forces of evil and the violence that has already claimed so many lives. 
2. Pray for every Venezuelan, inside and outside the country, that their hearts may remain pure and their spirits high, optimistic and hopeful. And pray, in particular, that the hatred, anger, resentment or vengeance does not take root in their hearts. 

3. Pray for the families of those who have lost their lives in protests against the regime. May God give them peace and comfort. 

4. Pray for those who suffer from food and medicine shortages, and for those who have suffered at the hands of criminals and an oppressive regime. 

5. Pray for the opposition leaders, that they may ponder the best options to end this crisis and seek genuine opportunities for negotiation and dialogue. 

6. Pray also for the rulers of the country, for President Nicolás Maduro, his ministers and supporters that they will understand and respect the will of the people, show humility and, above all, that they will stand in true solidarity with the millions of Venezuelans who have expressed their desire to have a free country again. 

7. Pray that God will plant His Word in the hearts and minds of each government official to act in true justice and righteousness. 
8. Pray that God will establish His kingdom in Venezuela and dispel the spiritual darkness. 
9. Pray for the church in Venezuela, for their congregations, and for all who believe in God, so that the message of the peace, truth and love of Jesus may be proclaimed in power to all and bring about healing for the wounds that remain from years of oppression, violence and hatred. 
10. Pray for lasting peace in Venezuela and for a return to the nation’s Christian values and beliefs.
United States of America

1. Engage in respectful, constructive dialogue and negotiations with the government of N. Korea to resolve the current crisis

2. Work toward freedom for all who live on the Korean Peninsula

3. Encourage peace and security for all people

4. President Trump have God’s wisdom, be surrounded with and influenced by Christians around him 

5. President Trump speak wisely and carefully

6. Prominent Christians, believers in “high places,” be equipped with courage and stamina to stay faithful to the cause of Christ
7. Wisdom in dealing with world situations
8. Supreme Court decisions
9. Truth come out in government investigations

10. Respect for public officials
11. Protection from terrorism and shootings 
12. Families of victims in Sutherland Springs, TX, NY City bike path attack, Las Vegas…

13. Return to values that made the US great
14. Transformation of our inner cities
15. Civility & manners return to the culture
16. People find Jesus and let God replace anger with peace
17. Peace of Christ prevail in drawing this country back to its foundation

18. A wave of repentance among Christian men and women
19. Protection from pornography, equipped to turn away from it
20. Spiritual hunger grow 
21. People find satisfaction in Jesus Christ

22. Civil communication about what divides us
23. Spiritual awakening on college campuses
24. Atheist university professors grow to understand who Christ is & learn importance of following Him
25. Higher education return to its foundation, changing from hostility to the Gospel to passion for God & His Word
26. Entertainment industry show what is true and good, focus less on sex and more on God
27. Heart of the nation turn toward God, not farther away from Him
28. Care for and about refugees with wisdom & God’s provision of insight
29. Open the eyes of those who live in darkness to the Light of Christ
30. Disenfranchisement

31. Loss of relationships 

32. Technology leading to isolation
33. Lord, please stop the hate in this country

34. Remind each Christian we are to love our neighbor as ourselves
35. Healing of hurting hearts

Natural disasters

And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. “But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them.”  Mark 13:7-9
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.  Romans 12:12
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” John 16:33
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. James 1:27
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Philippians 2:4
Fires in California – October 2017

Hurricane Maria in the Dominican Republic – September 24, 2017

Earthquake in Mexico – September 20, 2017

Hurricane Irma in the USA and Caribbean – September 20, 2017

Hurricane Harvey in the USA – August 25, 2017

Monsoon flooding in Bangladesh, India and Nepal – August 2017

Flooding and landslides in Sierra Leone – August 2017

Mudslide in Colombia – April 2017
Behavior of Christians

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith.  We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

The Lord lifts up the downtrodden; he casts the wicked to the ground.  Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre.  He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth, makes grass grow on the hills. He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry.  His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner; but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast love.  Psalm 147:6-11
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Love

Joy

Peace

Patience

Kindness

Goodness

Gentleness

Faithfulness

Self-control

Humility
Obey God

Deny self

Serve God

Share Christ

Build relationships

Respect authority

Defend the downtrodden

Thankful
Integrity
Do what is right
Be truthful

Protection from sexual impropriety

Protection from becoming selfish, proud, rude, hard, self-serving
Those serving in the U.S. Military
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9
I can do all this through Him who gives me strength.  Philippians 4:13
As for me, I will always have hope; I will praise you more and more. Psalm 71:14
“May the Lord keep watch between you and me when we are away from each other.”  Genesis 31:49
For He will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.  Psalm 91:11
· Jackson Fisher, son of John Fisher and Julie Pangborn, in the Navy stationed in the Middle East

· Ally Dean, daughter of Jim and Margo Dean, is stationed in Oak Island, North Carolina.

· Chad Randolph, son of Tom and Jo Ellen Randolph, is serving in the US Air Force and is traveling the world with the US Air Force Band.

· Brandon Vance, Janet and Jerry Vance’s grandson, is now serving in Cheyenne, Wyoming, with the US Air Force.

· Jay MacLean, son of Bruce and Gloria MacLean and grandson of Ralph and Nancy Palmer, is serving in the US Air Force and is currently stationed in Wichita Falls, Texas. 

· Ian Gillings, son of Kristen Gillings and Cary Gillings, and grandson of Bob and Denise Lundy, is serving in the US Navy and is currently stationed on land at Bremington Naval Base in Washington.

· Ron Beasley, son of Bill and Teri Beasley, is serving in the US Air Force and is currently stationed at Dyess AFB in Abilene, Texas.

The Church (including FUMC)

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of His will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God…  Colossians 1:9-10
I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.  Ephesians 1:16
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.  For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 2 Timothy 4:1-5
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  Hebrews 10:24-25

1. We would have unity amid diversity—loving those with whom we have nothing in common but the gospel

2. A culture of discipling would form in which making disciples is viewed as an ordinary part of the Christian life 
3. Faithful elders would use Scripture to train members to do the work of ministry 
4. A hunger for studying the gospel would form among members so that they can guide and guard one another in it 
5. Transparent, meaningful relationships would become normal and remaining anonymous strange 
6. The preaching of God’s Word—that it would be biblically careful and Holy Spirit imbued 
7. Elders would remain above reproach, kept from temptation, complacency, idols, and worldliness 
8. Church’s songs would teach members to biblically confess, lament, and praise 
9. The church’s prayers would be infused with biblical ambitions, honesty, and humility  
10. Adult members would work to disciple teenagers and not just leave it to programming  
11. The church’s primary teachers grow in dedication to God’s Word even when no one’s watching  
12. It would grow in being distinct from the world in love and holiness, even as it engages outsiders 
13. Members would share the gospel this week—and see more conversions! 
14. Members would be prepared for persecution, remembering to love, not curse, their persecutors 
15. Hopes for political change would be covered in prayer and not lead to division 
16. Giving would be faithful, as well as joyful, consistent, and sacrificial  
17. More members would use their careers to take the gospel to places it’s never been 
18. That members would be good and do good in their workplaces this week 
19. Mission trips not just go to serve but to tell people about Jesus and share life

 “Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us.

“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.” Daniel 9:15-19
Sources:

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/
http://www.ipcprayer.org/ipc-connections/item/5540-north-korea-report-from-robert-park-and-prayer-requests 

http://wcrc.ch/prayer-requests/call-to-pray-for-south-korea 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/18-things-to-pray-for-your-church/ 
